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New school

subject:
playing
games

maglhe schnhlhids geiilng iesied an a
s-uhjeci Huh unlll noh. would hale goi
iliein klelsea oui ol class. Thai is
precisely whar is happening ai
CemennlsllSLllmib' pnmie ~ehiiol
IJIAI opened a yeur ago io [mus on .i

iuiiirlsiic curriculum ihai includes coding.
social nicdia. erypio iind gaming. l|
coinpeies wiih ihe likes oi Reddam lloiise
and LnnvfunJ college. where iis rounder.
sli-aiin Fuchs, held senior posliloiis.

lhsi VD'JI‘ ii huill an mnoris Aron-d dn
enclosed urea equipped wlih Asus ginning
machines. screens and gaming elmlrs - .ii a
cosi oi R3!“ io hosi eornpeiiiive cuinpuier
gaining.

l‘or ilinse who dull'l cmek ihe gaining
big iiine hiii silll have a pas on [or espnris.
a siudiri anached m ilie arena reaches
piiplls in iii-i-inno snoiiiihsiors 7 osporis
eomiiioniainrs.

Now Centennial is punliigniore nioney
where irs curriculum IS: ii has become rhe
hisi schaul on iiie Airiean eoiiiiiieni io ulier
esnori lliildrshlps.

Three scholarships, io li mldl \zlue or
R750.000 . re being oilered lo Sunlh
Aim ii. udeni gainers. [mm grade 5 io
guide 9

Tlier 's a ealeli. hui ii is as soul as
L‘sporL gels: candid-hes eoinpeie in a
inuriiaineni. and ihe [up iliree nlnyeis are
awarded iiie bursaries. respeeilvelyworili
R3.|]0. “00.000 and Rlsmoo, Thai
excludes rhe wlue oi laprops pm 'ded by
Asus and gAming eiiulpirieni lioiri Cooler
Masier.

Tm schnnl has gone In gmai pnlns iii
pmian ‘spmls’ .is a iuiure curuijrralhcr
“Ian 3 lrlinlinis pinsuli. lisays ilie liili live
iies inio rlie school's eihos or rcimaginiiig
schools ior iiie 2isi (l‘nluly.

“l [)Dns lIaVl‘ bcwlnc more inclusive
iliiiii oiher spoils, wnh lmy and pi ahle
lo pldy on me same ieunis and pariialpuiiis
coming irririi wrinm Wu” groups and
demugmphim,” sns rucris \pmb ls
incafpnmled liiio oiiroverall approach io
ediicaiicin as h ieaclies pnplls \ohiahle
skills hemnd ihe clas DDm.

“Research shows lllal children who play
video gAmES have a l.ir heiier chanle oi
navigalig complex psychnlngiml sues
mmpumd io ihi ~e ihai do noi ucl lveiy
pan aie in video gumus."

He say 5 Dlavlng video games eaii make
'pu lsceiicr and more emplrhuhle aernss

a vmler, pecirum oi careers, including ihe
medical held. engineering. remuie llylng 7
drones — and coiiipuier seleiiees.

“Espulls can boos| ehildieirs simiegie
ihlnklng. iceinwnrk, ournniunicailon.
leudelshipand periorrhaiice. li has also
been shown |0 hoosi ioiillilenee building
skill

The llrsi ouesiloii pareiiu would ask
wmlld he wheilier ihelr elilldreii could earn
a living imni ii. The aiisuer is niayhe 1iie
esponsenmmgs cnni wehsire has ideiirlhed
.Ilo|.|ln1'Hi‘N_ iiih Air hn ennipeiiiive
gainers. who hciweeii iheni have earned a
mere Sl,4R2,079 (ahuul R2 in) ln [7
mono) Lru\\ 367 ioui-nariienis

llinmeh iii-.ii ls also u quur iii siiuin
Alrlea sriil being in lis espons prolessloiial
inioncy ii ranks only lm in rhe world in
coming.

SIX lniernaiinnal gamers have won more
ilian ssni each. and close io 150 have
iopped lheinl ionrdnlldr mark Around
Sth in [anal prize inon 'h‘ ~heen
iracked seahdliimans doiiuiiais ihe ioh ol
ilie leader hoard. blll Jordan and Lt‘UdlIOII
also ie-aiure.

\Vhile Americans do iioi ieaiure Ill ihe
mp 2n. us schools have iahcii up ihe cause
in a big way: more iliaii l7o colleges have
esrions pmgmninies. altering seliolaish ips
ihui ioiul around Slo'in pei year.

A local organisailori called BKUSA
Spnris. whlch has helped mnrr ihan mo
)(iung iniih Ali-lean lhlek’s eel
scholarships lii ihe us wul help gamers iap
lnio lis neiworks li el < 5mm lii |ola|
wlue oi Schul‘sllshil) dollars earned across
IS snoriing codes.

li charge. .i lee, hui pail iii ihis
“(arimalion ram" will he hiilli liiio ilie
toiliehnlal \(‘Ilulanhip\

()ne 1‘0th \ay Ihexe are |e~lmg limex ior
espons lii souih Alrica Bul may will he
iesis wlili a diirerenee. hnd won-i be wriiien
helilnd rmdliloiial desks.

* Galasrucl is laundel oi Wovld wide Worx and
edimi.in.chiei oi Gsdgu co m
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